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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
A SERMON. a 
Ephesians, i. 22, 23. 

And gave him to be the head over all things to the Church; which is his body.’ 


In accomodation to ouf nature and habits of expression, the Serip- 
tures frequently convey their sublime and important truths to our 
minds in figures taken from visible objects and allegories, drawn 
from the subjects of our most familiar knowledge. Thus in the rich 
fruitage of a good tree, weare taught the connexion between faith 

ul virtue—the decay and revivification of seeds beautifully illus- 

tes to us our own resurrectiun, and the various glories of the sun 
and moou and stars, represent the diverse lustres of the celestial 

dies with which the saints shall be clothed in the future exis- 
renee. In the text, the apostle declares the connexion between 
Christ and his Chureh, by an allusion to the relation between the 
head and the body, which emphatically expresses all that he wished 
to communicate. —** And gave him to be the head over all things to 
the Church; which is his body.” 

Asthe passage is part ofthe lesson which we bave last heard, and 
many of us have this morning been recognizing the grounds and the 
joysof the connexion which it reveals, it may not be amiss to unfold 
the figure by which the, apostle speaks, and observe the principal 
trulbs which it contains. 

In the first place, we may be led by it to remark the absolute supre- 
macy of Christin the Church and the allegiance to which he is en- 
titled. The head is the centre of all sensations, the seat of thought, 
exalted to govern the body, and therefore made tts excellence and 
the director of allits movements. In being the head of the Church, 
Christ is the grand source of its life, and center of all authority. 
\o power can be exercised in his body, but what is regularly de- 
rived from him. No laws can be valid, but those he sanctions, 
\uy economy or movement attempted by the members, without the 
head, must be feeble and irregular, must tend to convulsions and 
destruction. Exalted by the Father, of whom and to whom are all 
things to his noble prerogative, Christ is at once the source and 
expre ssion of the Church’s power an: d beauty, the origin of its excel- 
racies and supreme over all its members. There is every ground 
' certainty, that nothing which ke ordains is unimportant, that 
‘very thing which he recowmends is beneficial; because on the one 
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hand he is infinite in-wisdom and goodness, and on the other },, 
the care of the body, must, necessarily, be the concern of the }, 
for what affects the one affects also the other. Each and , 
member, therefore, is obligated to render to Christ the firme. 
mostloyal attachment. No other authority than his can th, 
knowledge. His ordinances they are bound to observe; and to 
ern themselves by his laws. They owe himan allegiance wi 
will induce them to stand or fall with his badners, to Joy, 
friends and resist his foes. 

Again, the figure which the apostle uses may leed us to eo, 
the constant communion between Christ aud his Chureh. yy 
not be a nrvore intituate connexion than subsists betweer th 

and the body. Without the foriwer, the latter has no life. W 
everthe latteris, the tormer is alw ys present withit. and dt 
which convey the animal spirits, which impart aciivity, healt 
cheertulness to the man, centre ip the head and thence desce; 
in fearful and wondertul order, are distributed through every 
ofthe body. Similar to this is the communion between Ch, 

his Church. It is indeed frequently impereeptible and its in 
auce forgotten, as is the case in the material connexion by w! 
is mystically represented inthe text. But still it is true, that 
out the spirit of the great Redeemer, quickening and uphold 
Church, every member of it would languish and the whol 
perish. As their head he ts every where present, with his ¢ 
ciples, touched with their infirmities and rejoicing in their triump 
inspiring them with righteousness and peace in life and pros). 
with resignation and hope in adversity and death. The ordina 
and other means of grace all rise to him—are supplied by hii » 
spiritual blessing, and frota him descending through A poi 
channels in an order equally fearful and wonderful with the 

an mal economy, convey nourishment and joy to every living : 
ber of his Church. In a word. so intimate and ree iprocal ist 
connexion of the Redeemer and the Chuveh be bath purchased we! 
his blood, that whatever is done to any one of its metibers is d 
unto him, that right dear in his sight is the death of his saints, 
his presence is its life, his influence its support, while its grow! 
his glory, its perfection the fulness of him who filleth all in all. 

Further, the figure, by which the apostle expresses the imp: 
truth in the text, suggests to us that harmony and regard tor 
others welfare which ought ever to exist among the disciples 
Christ. Though many members they are one body. The inter 
therefore of each, must be the interest of all, and every ivterruy 
of the common harmony, an injury to the whole. Nothing ca 
more monstrous and unnatural than variance between the meu 
of the same body. Nothing stronger and more useful than the | 
which bind them together. By mutual necessities they are pr 
ed to reciprocal services, and by community of nature to symp 
with eachother. Envy may excite malevolence in some, tow® 
those who rank before them in station or endowments. But ¥ 
we consider that all are made subservient to the general good, 
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God hath set the members in the body as it hath pleased him, that 
tis for the edifying of the whole, thartheréus'diversity of gifts aud 
suvordination of uses, how equally impious and foolish is the ma- 
levolence of envy.  Fanciedsupertority way originate arrogance in 
others, and neglect oy contempt ot their inferiors But when we re- 
fect that every oné has his place, his use, and his relation to the 
same great head, who tqually regards them all, how absurd is that 
wide by which cometh contention—how mistaken that haughtiness 
whieh often terminates in hatred or injustice. Competition, also, 
oy distrust, omission of res ect or casual injury, declaration of the 
truth, incousideratcness of passion or rebuke tor faults—these, and 
a thousand other causes of far less consequence, may kindle auger 
and resentment, animosity, malice and revenge. But shall the 
hand pluck out the eye because the eye votiees its corruption, 
Shall the toot refuse to serve the hand because the hand hath not 
done obeisance, shall dissention be introduced into the body of 
Christ, and they who are members one of avother plot each others 
destruction if anger dictate it and passion can devise the means. 
Nothing ean be better calculated to restrain discord and promote 
contentment, sympathy and kind offices among Christians, than the 
relations in which the text exhibits them. ‘These relations make 
mutual service their profit, happiness and evident duty, and are so 
adjusted, as the author of my text has elsewhere observed, that there 
should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have 
the same care one for another, and whether one member suffer, all 
the members suffer with it, or one member be honoured, all the mem- 
bers rejoice with it. 

Once more, we may learn from the declaration in the text the 
unity of the Christian Church, that itis one. Should we suppose 
thet the varigus dispensations whichthe wisdom of Providence has 
appointed, or that the different sects which the restlessness of man 
has occasioned, constituted each a separate Church, we should 
make of the connexion between them and the Redeemer a mon- 
strous form, a head with many bodies. Accordingly, the sacred 
writers explicitly and repeatedly guard us against this supposition, 
natural perhaps, bat absurd and erroneous. There is one body 
and one spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling: 
one Lord, ene faith, one baptism one God and Father of all, who 
is above all, and through all, and in you all Under different 
forms the Church may have appeared, in different vestments she 
muy have been clothed. The patriarchal, Jewish and gospel ages 
are different periods of her existence, exhibiting her infancy, youth, 
and manhood. But these pass into each other forming one body, 
which, under the gospel dispensation, 1s as was said of its emblem, 
like a city at unity with itself, beautiful for situation, and the joy of 
the whole earth. 

This being the case our minds can hardly avoid the inquiry, what 
constitutes now the visible Church of the Redeemer, how is it to be 
discerned? In brief reply, wherever his word is truly received and 
bis ordinances rightly administered, there is his Church. The 


























































228 A Sermon. Ae 
knowledge of his gospel is indispensable to it, because, a bel), 
him as Son of the Highest and Redeemer of meu is essentja! 
being; which faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the wor: 
God. Wherever the gospel is truly received there also «|| 
Christian ordina:ces be known and obse rved, fortis it not by 
tis that we are re quire dto be born again ond made member. 
Christ, as he himself taught the fearful and wondering Nieod, 
Except aman be born of water and the spirit he cannot ene 
the kingdom of heaven. And are not this, and the sacrament «| 
supper, the ou'ward badges by which Christians are separated 
the world, and the internal bands by which they are connected 
Christ, and made partakers of his redemptionand glory, Where, 
therefore, his gospel is acknowledged in its purity and the sacr.. 
meut which he instituted and administered according to his ap 
ment, there we behold the body for which the apostle of the G 


ag ( 


tiles tells us, he gave himself that he might sanctify and cleanse » ' 
with the washing of water by the word, that he might present ) 


unto himself a glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle o; 
such thing, but thatit should be holy and without blemish. 

But it may be objected, if this is the true dese ription of the vis 
Church, it includes many vicious and erroneous persons, dishon 
able alike to the head and to the body. Alas, itis and ever w 
so. And was it not foreseen that this would be the case? [hy | 
field of the bhusbandmen which he had sowed with wood seed. wi 
men slept the enemy came and sowed tares. Looking with | 
phetic sight into distant times, the apostles beheld that some of « 
rupi lives and converation would appear, by reason of whow,t 
way of truth would be evil spoken of, and others of erroneous prin- 
ciples would bring in damnable heresies even denying the Lord 


bought them. But amid all the opinions, changes and pollutious 
of time, the Church is one and the same—its fa:th unaltered — salya- | 


tion through the Redeemer, its acquirement uniform obedienc 
proceeds from love, its head unchanged, Jesus Christ the same ve 
terday, to-day and forever. Though the tares may retard 
growth, the y cannot affect the nature of the good see ‘d, and thoug ‘| 
both are permitted in infinite wisdom to grow together till the times t) 
of harvest, the wheat alone wilh the servants of the husbandman | 
ordered, to gather into his barn. 
Let me crave your patience while I briefly suggest two pract 
inferences from what has been said. 
In the first place, how honourable a view does itgive us of th 
Christian Charch—how lofty conceptions of the happiness whi 
its wembers have in reversion. The heathens were wont toh 
that they were disciples of this or that sage and allied to such 
such worthies. The Christian is related by the strongest ties | 
the company of all the excellent ones who have lived on earth, 
Christ the sun of righteousness, before whose lustre all other * 
fide and disippear, and through him to the eternal source of 
that is good and great and joyful. How anxious should this rende: | 
all men, to be incorporate with this mystical body of the Redeeme: 
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The glory of the head too awaits the body, for in behalf of his 
members he is gone unto beaver to prepare a place for them, that 
where he is they may be also. 

But the considerations which induce all men to attach themselves 
£0 Christ - the ways he hath appointed, sliouid tench those who 
are already admitted into this noble fellowship, the importance of 
preserving themselves pure, upright and fanhtul in their station. 
Solemn are the vows Which are upon them. [}lustrious is the 


body to which they are related. ‘Truly, Clristiaus, our fe llowship 


iswith the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. Let us then 

valk worthy of our high vocation, Let us endeavcur by tives of 

purity, prety and exact integrity, to adorn the doctrine of God our 

Saviour. Let us consider the uature of that hepe which he bath 

set before us, even an admission to the presence, aud a participation 

of the glory ot the everlasting bath - nud remesber the declura- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, every man that lath this hope in bim, puri- 
fieth himselfeven as he is pure. 
— 
SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION ADDRESS. 

Ourreaders are reterved tu the last numberof the Messenger. torsome account of 
the celebration of the anniversary of our Sunday Schools. The Rev. Mr. Tra- 
pier, who had engaged to deliver an address on this ocg@asion, having been pre- 
vented, by indisposition, from performing the duty, the Bishop, at a late hour, 
assumed it, as his substitute. 

After remarking on the success of the design of Sunday School 
instruction proceeding on its original and proper principle, that of 
civing the knowledge of religion, andin order to this, some clemen- 
tury knowledge of letters. to the poor, and especially the children 
of the peor, the Bishop adverted tothe departure from this design, 
n which various cousiderations had tnduced a econeurrence of 
the Clergy and lay-members of our Church in this portion of it, nnd 
urged that as our Sunday Schools had thus acquired the charaeter 
rather of cater hetical schools, such as were had in the earhest 
periods of the Chureh, the clergy should both preserve them under 
their own conduct and inspection, in all respects, and atthe same 
ume, in strict and undeviating couformity with the Church, in its 
whole system of doctrine, discipline, and w orship. ‘T'o the clucida- 

on of the obligation and utility of this, the main body of the ad- 

‘ss Was devoted, and the Importance ot rendering Sunday, or 
nore properly, our catechetical school instruction, altogethy r sub- 
‘diary tothe Church; there being as it was shown, no difference 
vetween this, and sound and wholesome practical and spiritual Chris- 
an mstruction. The want of time for preparing it to be viven to 
ve press, has prevented our having it In our power to insert the ad- 
yess in our pages. We have obtained the following only, as its 
Onclusion. : 

“Tt is impossible, however, io what can be offered to your atten- 

» here, to show the whole ground, on which we would rest the 

“ms of our young to be brought up in the nurture and admonition 
the Church; or to defend it from objection originating in the 


‘ 
‘ ’ 
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e? 


plausibility of visionary and latitudinarian theory. T may wth, , 


distrust of your concurrence m -the sentiment, assert a rel joy 


education, which, fixing the mind upen uo standards deriy 


thority from the consent and agreement of believers, in the ©: ire! 


leaves it to move at large, onthe fluctuating aud precarious s; 5 


of that which claims to be the teaching of the spirit and the wo 


of God, to be of little promise as to individual religious life or }, 
piness: and that there ts far more probability of our making ¢ 
and happy Christians of the children of our Church, by rea 


them carefully in its principles, than by acquainting them yw, 


only the evidence and trath, in general, of Christianity, and lea, 
itto their matured capacity, to determine, without other previo 
instruction, in what peculiar tnanoer, or according to what syst 
in particular, of Christian doctrine and worship, they will be 
lowers of the Son of God. There is, Lhave reason to believe, 
or no diversity of sentiment amoung us, as to the principle of th 
flections which have been submitted, and if there should by 
amony those connected with the conduct of the mteresting bus! 
which assembles us on this oceasion, all must be aware, that 
opinions on the subject should be entertained in consistency 
their obligatians as members of the Church. We are false to - 
our obligations, ifgve teach, or abet the teaching, of any thing au 


the young of our communion, but that which is in conformity we 


its principles and authority. The happiest influence upon 

character and condition of our Church, may be fondly anticipa 
from the conduct of our Sunday Schools in the mauner, the inp 
tance and obligation of which, | have been asserting. We wm 

am sincerely persuaded, thus be instrumental of preparing the ¢ 

ration that is rising up, to serve and follow the Lord their Sav 
ina manner that shall adorn his doctrine in the eyes of men, 
give its blessed effects to be seen on the moral aspect of so 

Amidst all the evil that is abroad in» our community, throug 

pride of a too much countenanced irreligion, and the strites of 
party, and the conflicts of temporal interests in which men los 
concern for any that are spiritual, we may be training up our 
to redeem, in their charaeter, the suffering cause of christian | 
and virtue, and replace the-glory of God, among interests 
shall share, as it is entitled, the concern of men, distingure¢ 
the blessings of his providence, and rioting in the unacknow 

ed bounty of his hands. 

You, my friends, who are honourably distinguishing your 
by the patient and persevering labour of love, which in these * 
is promoting the honour of the Lord in the preparation of th 
generation to serve him in his Church and kingdom, can se* 
need any word of counsel or exhortation, to be addressed to ve 
this occasion, to strengthen or confirm the interest which you ™ 
fest in this pious work. It is for the furtherance of the wella’ 
honour of the Church, as identified with the religious charac 
those who are in future to compose it, that you are giving Ye" 
xious and constant care, in aid of the ministry of the Church, ' 


‘ - 
' 



















1a32. Sunday School Union Address. 1 


religious instruction of its young. Ace sept our c ordial acknowl du- 
ment, in behalf of the C hurch, of the value of the service you are ren- 
dering toits inte rest, and permit me, tithe same behalf. to be syne ak the 
contmuance of your ¢ xertions, et ‘aid of Your Ministers seve lly , to 
pstitute and train the young of their congregations, ip the principles 
ofall religious truth and duty, as, tn the household of our faith they 
are held. Iu anxious consistency with the charity wiiei would in- 
yade or encroach upon the right of religious Opinion or action, 
among none of our Christian brethren, however diliertng from us in 
Jenomination, help us thus to build up the Church, where we sin- 
Ct rely belieg@C bristian doctrine, diserpline nod worship mre Wibthis- 
cored, 1b a Danner really conducive to the glory of God, in the ad- 
rancement of bis truth, the salvation of men, and their present 
virtue and happiness. Tfeur day is marked with signs that bid u 
ok with more than ordinary solicitude to the sound permanency 
fourlong hallowed peculiarities of religious institution, you will 
jud, we trust, in the fact, a new inducement to continue, with una- 
wed interest, your excellent labour of charity, and contribute all 
oucan, by fortifying the minds of the young with all necessary 
eligious knowledge, all proper feelings, and discreet and sober 
ibits, to sustain the Church of God “mony ts, constitute d, as We Cs- 
em itgbest and most scripturally to be, in all the excellency of 
slong tried character, and of its unquestionably happy tnfluence 
wn the spiritual and moral state and character of men. ‘The 
rork to which you so generously give yourselves, may vot in come 


irison of other pursnits, be distinguishing to the eyes of men, but 
uu must renounce your faith as Christians, before you can doubt 
's acceptance with heaven, or its tends ney to vet you honour wm 
sight of him, with whom a cup of cold watcr only given in the 
me of a disciple, willin no wise lose its reward. 
Persist and persevere then I beseech you, in the interesting and 
portant service to the Charch of God, aud the best interest of your 
thren which you are rendering. Help us to establish in the 
nds of the young of our congregations, the principles of evangeli- 
truth, as the only principles of human bappiness and virtue: 
od the more effectually to do this, help us to torm the minds of 
se children to a deep reverence and affection for their Church, 
ya distinet impression, according to the prescribed lessons of the 
cle ty of which we have become a part, of the avreement of its doe- 
ibe in all particulars, with the revealed word of God, of its disci- 
he with the institution of the apostles of the Son of God, and its 
‘orship with that which was the primitive worship of his followers, 
od with all that, in the worship of God, is scripturally edifying, 
mating and comforting to the soul of man, in its approaches to 
throne of a God of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, and yet 
rough Jesus Christ the father of mercies to all who come to him 
‘faith, He Ip us in a word, by the means of instruction conformed 
the doctrine and discipline of Christ, as our Church teaches and 
penses them, to impress the minds of our young, with the indis- 
“nsable necessity of Christian faith and practice, to their character, 
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their respectability, their usefulness, their peace, their happiness 
aud the salvation of their immortal souls from death. Uatil pliilos 
phers, so called, and the visionary sciemers of intellectual, abser 
Ing all moral thierest ana linprovement ol human being, show vi 
a better, or more practicable way of promoting the real we lfare 
your fellow tortais, a way more suited to the sober, rational, eqp- 


siderate exertion of your benevolent sensibilities, let this be deey- 
ed entitled to your foud, devoted, unwearied prosecution, 


— —afie- — - 
FOR THE GOSPtL MESS!:NGER. . 
HINTS ON CHARITY. 


Messrs. i:ditors.—If there be no impropriety ia the request w; 
you allow the following extract from a religious and moral wry 
| jp! ice ji tne next Gospel Messenger ? it is intended Us al) Atiswe 
to the piece iu the number tpr May entitled “Sugvestions.” 

A Frienp To Privare Cuarrry 


* All that religion and humantty prescribe to us is to give as mu 
as isin our power, and to make tudividual sacrifice of our ows 
fancies and gratifications for that purpose, they do not impose up 
any the task of becoming pious beggars, to be enabled to cgutribul 
to philanthropic schemes, We have every one our own pris 
projects of charity, the money for which we are tmportuned belo 
to them, why should thev be rebbed of it and we deprived of t 
merit and pleasure of bestowing it ourse Ives? With what juste 
those that complato require us to relinquish our plans to prone 
the accomplishment ol theirs Are we sure that the objects ior Wii! 
we nre solieried are worthy of Our ASSISTANCE We do not know 
them and cannot consequently be expected to be interested in the 
success atthe expense oi our own benevolence. Private charity | 
also this recommendation, it acts from a principle within, and | 
from the excttement of approving voices from abroad.” 

. REMARKS. 

The above article did not arrive in season for our last num) , 
Entirely approving of the sentiments it contains, we do not hesitel 
publish it, although we cannot regard it (as our respected unkn Ww 
correspondent does) isan darsireor to the piece eutitled ‘ Sugvesilo 
So far from differing, the views of the two writers, so tur as 
relate to the same tepres, appear to us strikingly co-inemlent. 






! 





one says, we ought ‘to give as much as is tn our power,” and | 








other: “‘ what useless expenditure do Tindulge im, that I can: 
pence with! How can I deny myself for him who gave up hits 
forme?” The one disapproves of “ pious beggars to be enable 
contribute,” that is of these, who give in their own name ober pe 
ple’s money. ‘I'he other approves of those who act as collectors! 
charitable objects, and thus facilitate the views of the beveve' nt 
Surely there is nv contradiction here. The one suggests that chart’ 
should act “from principle, not from the excitement of appre'!!s 
voices from abroad.”? The other dwells on the inportance °° 










_ 





Political Dispute S. 333 


[a32. 
tye: as follows “fF can give a prescription—It is to make a prin- 


of wiving, to do that from Christian principle, whic. he now does 


ciple . 
fom entrenty, from fear of shame, and from any other unw orthy mo- 
wee’ We sincerely hope that these suggestions, on the error and 


evil of indiscruninate ch irity, and on the good etlects to the giver and 

‘he receivers Which would result trom setting apart for the cause of 
ryand charity, a certalu portion of one’s income, may not be disre- 
ded. —Ed. Gos. Mess. 


POLITICAL DISPUTES. 


Vor the following extract from the celebrated Andrew Fuller, we are indebted to 
» * Charleston Observer ” of June 30. 
“ Phere ts another species of departure froin Grod, which it be- 


ges ime to notice, as many in the present age have falleo sacrifi- 
t.— This is taking an eager and di ep interest wu political (lis- 


>| 
vs.-—"The state of things in the world has of late years been such, 
wto attract tue attention, and employ the conversation of all classes 
fyeople. Many religious people, for a time, have forgotieu their 


principles, and some have gene great lengths. Their whole 
ct has been engaged in this pursuant. Tr has been their meat and 

i drink: and this being the case, it 1s not surprising that they 
ove become indifferent to religion; for these things cannot consist 
cheach other. It is not only coatrary to the whole tenor of the 
\.w Testament, but tends in its own nature to eat up true religion, 
lyany worldly matter, however lawful in itself, engage our attention 
aordinately, it becomes a suare 3; and more so in matters that do not 

me within the line of our immediate duty. And if in attending to 
it, we are obliged to neglect what manifestly is our duty, and to over- 

ip the boundaries of God’s holy Word, let us look to it; beyond 
those boundaries is a pit, in which, there 1s reason to fear, great 
numbers have been lost. —There were many to the early ages of 
Christianity who despised government, and were not afraid to speak 
vilof dignities. But were they good men? Far from it. They 
were, however, professors of Christianity ; for they are said to have 
escaped the pollutions of the world, through the knowledge of Christ ; 

i, ond what is more, they had attained the charter of Christian 

chers. But of what deseription? false teachers, who privily 

ught in damnable heresies; denying the Lord who bought them, 
ging upon themselves swift destruction—whose ways, though fol- 
red by many, were pernicious, occasioning the way of truth tu be 
spoken of.* To copy the exainple of such men is no light 
Hatter, 

When a man’s thoughts and affections are filled with such things 
is these, the Scriptures become a kind f dead letter, while the 
‘peeches and writings of politicians are the lively oracles: spiritual 

nversation is unheard, or if introduced by others, cousidered asa 


Il. Peter, ii. 1, 2. 
30 
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flat and uninteresting topic: and leisure heures, whether s\p 
the house or walking by the way, instead of being employed | 
Ing and meditating on divine subj cts, are eugrosse “ad by things \ 
do not profit. Such are the rocks amongst which mm: ny have 4, 
shipwreck of faith and a good conscience, 

Whatever may be the duty of a nation in extraordinary cases, thy. 
1s scarcely any thin y, in ull the New ‘Testament, iInculeated \ 
more solemuity, than that individuals, and espec tally Chiristia 
should be obedient, peaceable, aud le val subjects: vor is ther 
sin much more awfully censured than the contri iry conduct, | 
quires not only that we keep within the compass of the awe. (whi 
is easily done by men of the tihest uoprincipl d nitnds) bout Ehinl 
honour, and uttercede with Ged for those who el thi 
"These dutu Ss were press d particul rly Upor thre Row Ss. ul ly 
their Situation, were more exposed than others to the te miptaty f 
joining th) factions and ¢ M-piractes, which were ulmost COutinualy 
at work in that tumultuous city. 

Nor does the danzver belony exclusively to one side. If we e 
under the banners of the party in power, considered as a party, wi 
shall feel disposed to vindicate or palliate proceedings which may | 
very inconsistent with Christiauity. Paul, though he enjo 
obedience to the existing goverument, was never an advocat 
Roman ambition; and when addressing himself to a woverno: 
not fail to reason on rightevusness and judge ment to come. 

The great point with Christians should be, an attachment to ¢ 
ey oe as government, irrespective of the party which administers 
: for this is right, and would tend mure than any thing to prou 

eb kingdom of Christ. We are not called to yield up oure 
sciences in religious matters, nor to approve of what is wroi 
those which are civil; but we are not at liberty to deal in acrim 

or evil speaking.— ‘The good which results to society from the very 
worst government upon earth is great, W hen compared with the evils 
of anarchy. On this principle, it is probable, the Apostle euy ined 
obedience to the powers that were, even during the reign of \ 
Christians are soldiers under the King of Kings; their object slim 
be toc onquer rall ranks and de ‘grees of meu to the obedience of fav! 

If we enter into the spirit of the gospel, though we may hav 
preferences of men and measures, we shall bear good will to 
and whoever is at the head of affairs, shall reverence the powers! 
be. Whatever be our private opinion of the men, we shall res) 
and honour the rulers. That leoyahy which operates only wit! 
prevalence of a party, which ever it be, is at a great remove 1! 
the loyaliy enjoined by the “criptures. 

By standing aloof from all parties as such, and approving then: 
selves the friends of government and good order, by whomsoese! 
administered, Christians would acquire a dignity of character 
thy of their profession; and would possess greater opportunitie- 
doing good; while by a contrary conduct they render one pall” 
the community their enemies, and the other, l ‘fear, derive but I! 
spiritual advantage from being their friends.” 
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EXTRACT FROM BISHOP WHITE'S CHARGE ON REVIVALS 
(Continued from page 214.) 


RELIGIOUS FEELING SHOULD BE PROMPTED BY A ZEAL FREE FROM ANGRY 
PASSION, 


If. After the prominent maxim which has been propounded, the 
n xr shall be, that in the favouring and the tucreasing of religious 
f lng, itshould be a zeal divested of whatever can come under the 
ve of angry passion ; which is not necessary either to the sincerity 
o ‘ne profession, or to the depth of the interest to be taken im the 
success of the cause. It has often been the subject of remark and 
of regret, that many, on being awakened from lives of insensibility 


to religion, Or perhaps of devotedness to gross sin, exhibit, as one of 


the first fruits of it, such intemperance in argument, as cannot be 
ascribed to any other cause than that “ wrath of man which work- 
eth not the righteousness of God.” It is true, that we are enjoined 
by Stu. Peter, “earnestly to contend for the faith once delivered to 
the Saints.’ But, setting aside the unscriptural fancies, which are 
often and naturally entertained by noviciates, and are sometimes 
lud aside on mature experience, it ought to occur, that if the truths 
ff the gospel should ever so clearly countenance the causes of con- 
tention, they may suffer from the unsuitable language and manner 
in which they are inculeated. H -nce it is, that the same St. Peter, 
iustructing believers to be “‘ always ready to give a reason of the 
hope that is in them,”’ requires that it be “t with meekness and fear:” 
with meekness, as opposed to causeless or excessive anger; and 
with fear that the cause of God may suffer, from the faulty excite- 
ment, or from the indiscretion of its advocate. St. Paul also in- 
structs us, to “* show all meekness toall men.” And when St. James 
speaks of “receiving with meekness the engrafted word. which is 
ible to save our souls,” it cannot be, but that the disposition suited 
to its reception, ought to stamp the character of the display of it for 
the instruction or for the persuasion of our fellow men. Every de- 
gree of ardour, which sets at nought these rules of Christian duty, 
must at best be what ts spoken of in Scripture as ‘* a zeal vot accord- 
>” and it is well, if it be not a worm in the flower 
{an ineipient profession, under which there will be an early 
Withering and decay. 


ing to knowledge 


THE EFFECTS OF A TRUE WORK OF GRACE WILL BE GENERALLY 
PERMANENT. 


ff. Another maxim is, that to denominate a popular excitement 
i work of grace, it is necessary that the effects of it should be gene- 
rally permanent. There should be, not merely for a time, and 
While the occasion is made an object of general attention, but habit- 
ually, an inereased attendance on the ordinances of religion, with 
suitable lives and conversation. After an extensive tuterest taken 
in the weighty concerns of religion, if there be a speedy lapse to in- 
difference, and especially if it be a state of less caution than before 
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against sinful living, in proportion as this is the result, there js 
bability that the former effervescences were of the aniuial part of 
subjects of them ; perhaps combining with consent to religious ¢, 
but not giving to il a renovating influence over the t ward y, 

Under all circumstances there will be individuals, whos, 
lived piety wall illustrate the saying of one of the propheis—« 
goodness is as the morning cloud, aud as the early dew thi 
passeth away ;” such being often the issue, even when the » 
lived impressions are genuine in their source, and in thei Opel 
But the position now maintained and held to be a salutary es 
ag inst deceptive appearances ts, that in the event of a reneral 
cline from what were hailed as the promise of a Christian s1 
heart and a Christian course of life, there is reason to believe. 
from the beginuing, the parties bad misunderstood the real o 
of their sensibilities; and that instead of there having bees | 
desire, sanctioned by the judgement, and impressing its sacred | 
acter on the settled bent of the affections, there was never, with 
mass of apparent Converts, any thing more than undisemmline 
of imagination on the animal spirits, aud on other humours of 
body. When, in different vicinities, there was preached the ( 
tian faith by the early heralds of it, their successes began, not 
mulutudes drawn together by novelty and dwindling with the 
of it; but, in every case with a few followers, gradually sw 
into a church conspicuous for its numbers. 


IN A TRUE REVIVAi. OF RtELIGION THE TRU! HS OF THE GOSPEL WIL! 
MADE THE PROMI ENT HEADS OF INSTRUCTION AND EDIPICATION. 


IV. Anether maxim to be presented, is, that it ought to be e 
sidered as essential to what can properly be called a revival of | . 
gion, with the understanding of its being on the plan of the es 
gelical dispensation, thatthe truths of the system should be the pI 
inent heads of iastruction and of edification, with those wh 
the lend in the exeitement. How far the intermixture of some 
gree of error may be consistent with the propagating of fundan. 
tal truth, is a point which will be judged of with diffidence, by ev 
person who makes due sllowauce for the falltbility of the hun 
understanding, and for the difficulty of drawang the line betwee: 
issues of misled sincerity, and those of the corruption of the ty 
An apostle has conceded, that instead of * gold, silver, and pr 
stones,” figurative of salutary doctrine, there may be built on“ 
foundation other than which no man can lay, wood, bay and st 
ble," the suggestions of human infirmity. The foundation ts 
clared to be “ Jesus Christ,” with the implication of all the a 
butes of his character, disclosed to us inthe word of truth His! 


preaching, of which all his subsequent discourses were enlar. 






ments, with persuasions suited to their weighty senses, was to ° 





pent aud belreve the gospel.” Repentance supposes the sens 
sin, and lies at the root of evangelical obedience. ‘This can © 
be the frum of turth in the propitiatory saerifice of the cross, ofl 
by the adorable Author of our holy religion: which coustitules s+” 























(S32. | The Times. I> 
vatpon an act of grace, independent On any merits of the ree ipient 
ff Cine bn ae ti it lurtives deve lop ment of th | Onl be Tt pure d, let 
suffice to refer bo thre Apostle’s Creed; which, in the earlest awes 

he Christian Church, was beld to be a sufficient summary of all 
rruths accounted necessary to the pote urity of the Christian taith. 
yi hough afterw rds, in Various times and places, there have been 
evlargements of the standards of Christian orthodoxy ; vet when 
sunable, they challenge our concurrence, not as adding to reveal- 
ab ruth, but as fences ion the euarding of it uguinst the intrusion 
of errof. 

I; seems to have been, in former times, an effect of religious im- 
ression on the popular mind, that incependeatly on what ean 
prope rly be brought under the charge ot ti resy, there have been 
extrivagrances, on which we may vot improperly bestow the char- 
icter of will worship; binding on the conscience some dogmas and 

we practices, by which the word of God has not bound it: in 
some Instances consistently with wood intentions, but always, more 

less, to the disparagement of the sacred cause of truth. This 
anak din the age of the deliv ry of the Susp land in the times 
uediately following, as apoears th anerent documents. ‘Lhe 


i took place in England, on the occasion of the reformation of 


Church of that country. [Tt redounds greatly to her honour, that 
rug the agitations into which the nuouds of men were then throw n, 
steered her well prepared bark between the discarded errors 
which had been bound on her by a corrupt and oppressive usurpa- 
nm; and others, which would have been excrescences fastened on 
er by modern and unsound innovation. May God grant, that the 
“ame Wise managemeat may distinguish her offspring in the United 
States; so that in giving increase of weight to any popular move- 
nent promising the promotion of piety, it may be by measures well 
weighed, and agreeable to “the truth as it isin Jesus,” so as to matin- 
‘ain the medium conspicuous in the institutions of her venerable pa- 
cnt, between superstition on one hand, and enthusiasm on the other 
(70 be continued.) 


_-—»— 
THE TIMES. 
[From the Churchman. } 


Under this head, we have already furnished our readers with two 
three extracts from the Albany ‘Journal and Telegraph,’ a 
ll-conducted paper, devoted to the tnterests of the Preshy ferian 
Homination. The following, from the same source, furnishes an 
propriate supplement to the admirable counsels of our presiding 
ishop, given in our last. 
“Tt is partly with a view to justify to the Christian public the 
urse we have taken, and still more to waken up the public mind 
the d ihvers which threaten us, that we are induced to stdte two 
‘three out of many facts, in respect to what isdoing TD several of 
‘© western counties of this State. We state the facts precisely as 
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they were reported to us by two excellent clergymen who res, 
that region, aud who declared to us that they Were €Ye-Witnes 
whatthey stated. 

One of them informed us that ata protracted meeting at wh); 
was present, addresses were made which brought out no less 
three hundred persons upon the anxious seat. A clersy 
whose name is well Known in all the western part of this State. 
rose, and declar d to these persons in so mnany words, that the Hox, 
Giosr had done all for them that he ever would do, in having © 
vinced them of sin; that the rest of the work they had to do: 
themselves; and requested that as faust as they gave their hears ; 
Gov, they would rise. Presently one arose, and another, a 
another; the minister meanwhile calling out, “one, two, thr 
thirtv, forty, &c., glory to Gop,” until the whole three bund 
were actually upou their feet, in token of their being converted § 
The tninister then said. “the Hoy Guost tells me now that y 
must all pray,” upon which the whole three hundred, men, » ou 
and children, fell unon thetr knees, and commenced praying aud 
bly at the same time! Some of the language that was used by 
of the clergymen was, if we understand the import of lanvu 
dowuright blasphemy; and that is the reason why we refrain frou 
reporting itto our readers, 

The other clergyman to whom we have referred, has given us 
account ofa species of fanaticisin which prevails to a considera 
extent in his region, under the name of ‘travail of soul.” 'T 
first step tow: ards this, subse ‘que tly to conve rsion, isa state of [i 
fect sanctification, to which the individuals suppose themselye- 
arrive by a sort of extra effort, in the way of self dedication. Th 
prepares them for the ‘“ttravail of soul;” and the idea ts not 
less than that they actually participate in the agony of the L 
Jesus Curist for sinners. They fasten upon some indisi 
whose sins they desire to bear, and earnestly pny that the burd 
of his sins may be rolled off upon them; and when they sup 
they see the burihen coming, the ‘vy feel, or profess to feel, i 
pain; and while it is actually upen them, they often fait 
writhe, and scem ready to sink under it; and whew 11 passes 
they give thanks to Gop that a soul has been born into the kine 
dem; and though the individual for whom they have travailed 1) : 
be sunk into all iniquity, they never pray for him afterward, beinz 
fully assured, that sooner or liter, he will actually be couver' = :! 
In some instances they have gone so far as to claim the powe! 
working miracles; and in one case at least, an individual solem 
declared that he had cast out a dumb devil, and that he saw It! 
itcame out! Itis understood that some who have fallen into! 
fanaticism, have hitherto been highly respectable, and have exe 
a good influence both in civil and religious society. And whe 
still more deplorable, there are among them several minister 
the gospel. 

Now, in view of these facts, (and that they are facts, has 
fully proved to us by the testimony of the most competent Wie 
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we ask with deep and solemn apprehension, ** what shall the 
und of these things be?””) We are accustomed to pity the wild va- 
caries of Edward Irving and his followers; but we rquire i what 


respect he Is the greater fanatic, who « lainus the wilt of toOuwvucs, 


SCS, 


thaw he who professes to Cast oul devils, or oven inthe se nse to whieh 
we have rete rred, to “travail for souls 17? We put ito the cou- 
; science of every enlightened Christian aud minister, whether wt is 
not high time to pause and pouder these ominous tacts, 
that but litde of this extreme fanaticism has as yet appeared in this 
region, nonethat we have heard of having advance d beyond * per- 
fection;” but when itis recollected that there was a time, aud not 
very far back, when the ministers and Churches who have yielded 
to this delusion were sobs r and rational, and doug all things de- 
cently and in order, we ask whether the very first tendencies toward 
1s extravagance ought not to be watched, and if possible coun- 
racted > There are very thhany Churches who are on the hioh road 
to the “travail of soul,” and to the casting out devils; though at 
resent they would revolt at the thought of such excesses. We da 
evtreat ministers and Churches to come back to the simple Bible 
stuidard; and to bear in mind, that just in) proportion as they de- 
urt from it, either as it respects faith or practice, they are at the 

verey of every species of delusion, and every gust of fanaticism.” 

Bie - _ 
OVER EACITEMENT. 


This term, applied to religious feeling, contains a most gross and 

* urtful sophism. ‘There is in human nature, no tendency to be too 

; much excited on religious subjects. ‘The difficulty is, to produce 
excitement at all. 

What is commonly dreaded by truly religious men, under the 
ame of “ over excitement ”’ is excitement produced otherwise than 
vy divine truth; as when persons feel, not becanse they see good 
casou forit, but because others seem to feel, &c. Such excitement 
is bad, not because it is too great, but because it is of a worthless 
sind. Any of itistoo much. It is not religious excitement, and it 

ould not be spoken of as such. But, evidently, it cannot bea bad 
sing to feel as much as one sees good reason for feeling ; and such 

s the case with whoever is excited solely by clear views of religious 
‘ruth. ‘Phat truth is incapable of producing any other kind or de- 
sree of excitement. 
Such excitement will injure no one’s health of body or mind ; for 
e acquisition of clear ideas gives the mind strength to bear any 
velings which those ideas can excite. If it were otherwise, and di- 
‘ ‘ive truth could so move the soul as to separate it from the body, it 

ld only be taking men to heaven by making them too holy fo: 

is World.— Vermont Chronicle. 
ee 
Extract from the Rev. Daniel Wilson’s Tour on the Continent, 


l have often noticed that the most enlightened and best informed 
‘“isters of the foreign Reformed Churches, have no dislike to the 
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Episcopal model; but, on the contrary, preter it to their « 
more sermpluralin itself, and as clearly supported by autiqeiny 


that he believed if Calvin and Beza had adopted the wise a, 


the very age ot the apostles, Que most prbeotis Mitiistes ital 


erate course of our English Retoriners on these potuts, | ml 


of France would iiave been Protestants. To fact, | think i ys 
admitted generally by the most competent judges, thar the y 


rejection of the ancient ecclesiastical vovertiment by ti HhOps. 
an eager interference in secular disputes and atlairs appertasss 


the state, were amongst the chiet external hindrances to ti 
gress of the Retormation. 


-———-- 


POLSON. 


From a “Circular,” addressed lo the head of each family in the United § 


Alcohol, which forms the basis of ardeut spirit, is peso 

Sor Astley Cooper, of ened cd, states that spirits iid poison 
synonyinous terms. And Dr. Daniel Drake, of Ohio, spes 
thomas adeadly poison, and mentions a number of cases, in \ 
the use of them had proved mortal. In view of whieh ty 
“ardent spirtts are a great quickener and distaurber of the 
SVSTOUD | awarm and irritating poson ; tu voderate doses tebyae 
an unoatural excitement; tu excessive dranohts suddenly . 
eulshiog lifes; thus resembitng, a vumber of di letertous +: 
substances, such as stramoutuin, hemlock, th: prussic acid 
opr, which we label as poisons.” 

and Dr. Samuel Eimiin, late Secretary of the College of P 


te. 


claus and Surgeous of Philadelphia, remarks, * we shoud: 


mit of the popular reasoning as applicable here. that the abu 
thing is no argument against tts use. All use of ardent spi 

ray iT 
as adrink,) ts an abuse. They are mischievous uuder all 


stunces.”’ Dr. Cheyne, of Lo idon, states that they are m 
. > | 


opium tather nature, and arosi lik irsenic iv their delerer 
fects. Aud Dr. Fank declares that their tendeoney ,evel wae 
moderately, ‘sto induce discase, premature old age, and death; 
Dr. Protter, that of all the evils of human life, no cause of dis 
has so wide a rative, or so larve auoshaure as the use of spiritu 
quors ; and that morethan half of all the sudden deaths are 
signed by them. Dr. Harris, states that the moderate use ot spu 
ous liquors has destroyed many who were never drunk ; and 
Kirk gives it as his opinion that such men as were never cor 
ed intemperate, by daily regular drinking, have often shorten 
more than twenty years. And that the respectable use of til 
son kills more men than even drunkenness itself. Dr. W 
gives itas his opinion that the use of spiritin large cities ¢# 
more diseases than confined air, uowholesome exhalations, anc 
combined influence of all other evils. 

And says that celebrated physician, Dr. Cheyne, of Dublin, 
land, after thirty years extensive practice and observation, “!e! 
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og men ieee at twenty-one ye irs of age to use but one glass of 
a day, aud never increase the quantity, atne out of ten 
Medi- 
eal writers throughout the world testify that ardeut spirit is a poison, 
wach cannot be used without injury; which causes disease; and 
wiich shortens human life. And these testimonies of physicians 
»bundantly confirmed by facts. Let any one cast his thoughts 
ound him, and reckon up the number of his acquaintance that 
have been killed by it within the last twenty years. + In Portsmouth, 
\. H., 21 persons were killed by it ina year. In Salem, Mass. of 
Ini deaths, ZO were ovcasioned by the use of strong drink. Of 94 
adult deaths in New Haven, Conn. more than 30, ‘according to the 
opinion ot th: Medical Assoc bation, were occasioned by inte Hipe re 
ce. lo New Brunswick, N. J. of 67 adult deaths, more than one- 
bird were occasioned in the same way. And or 42U2 deaths in 
Priladelphia, 700 at least. more than one in seven, are stated by 
e College of Physicians and Surgeons as having, in their opinion, 
t scan Ls intuxicating liquor. Ardent spirit, then, is a 
ison, destruetive to human health and life 
Says an eminent physician in Massachusetts, “since our people 
erally have given up the use of it, they have not had more than 
halfas much sickness as they had before; and | have no doubt, 
ald allthe people of the United States cease to use it, that near- 
ialf the sickness of the country would cease.” And, said an 
ed ah rhe ican in the same State, afte r forty years extens ive prac- 
tice, “half the men, every year, who die of feve rs, might recover, 
I; / the y not beea in the habit of usIng ardent spirit Many aman, 
wn for weeks with a fever, had he not used ardent spirit, would 
ot havé been confined to his house a day. He might have felt a 
vit headache; but a little fasting would have re moved the diffi- 
culty, and the man been well. And many a man who was never 
intoxicated, when visited witha fever, might be raised up as well 
shot, were it not for that state of the system which daily moderate 
div king occasions, who now in spite ofall that can be done sinks 
No man but a physician knows how powerfully 
fevers are increased, and how fatally the best remedics are counter- 
ted, even by the daily moderate use of spirits. An aged physi- 
win Maryland states that when the fever breaks out there, the 
0 that do not use ardent spirit are not half as likely as others to 
reat; and when they do have it, thet they are ten times as likely 
li the island of Ke »y West, on ee coast of Florida, it 
Yas at one time remarkably sickly, nail inany died of fever. .But 
‘was found that those who died were in every case addicted to the 
habitual use of ardent spirit. The quantity used was afterwards 
‘iuished more than nine-tenths, and the inhabitants were remar- 
bly healthy.* A gentleman of great respectability from the 
South states that those who fal! victims, in southern climes, are al- 


nost invariably those wihio bi phere in the free use of ardent spirit. 


) 
t. pibi nce 
of those young wen will shorten life wore than ten years.” 
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lown and dies.” 


LO re ‘over. 


* Address of Judge Cranch. 4th Report of the American Temperance Society. 
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Dr. Mosely, atter long residence in the West Indies, declares, «,),,, 
persons who drink nothing but cold water, or make it their prj. 
pal drink, are but little affected by tropical climates; that they, 
dergo the greatest fatigue without inconvenience, and are yor . 
subject as others to dangerous diseases.” And Dr. Bell, that “ry 
when used even moderately, always diminishes the streneth. a, 
renders men more susceptible of disease; and that we might a- 
throw oil into a house, the root of which was on fire, in’ ordy, 
prevent the flames from extending to the inside, as to pour arden: 
spirits into the stomach to lessen the effect of a hot sun upon 


» GHG 


skin.” Of. 77 persons found dead in different regiogs of cour 
67, according to the corener’s inquests, were occasioned by st; 0 
drink. Nine-tenths of those who die suddenly after the drivki v0 
cold water, are those who have been addicted to the free use of sy. 
dent spirit... That draught of cold water, or that exposure to | 
sun, Wich aman whe uses no ardent spirit will bear without ip 
vemmence and without danver, will often killthe man who us 
And in many places, more than four-fifths of those who hav: 
of cholera, that pestilence which is now sweeping over Europe, 
threatens also to visit our country, weré persons who had been 
dicted to the tree use of strong drink. So that, whether we Jook 
the uature of ardent spirit or its effects; at the testimony of pliys.- 
cians or at facts, we are shown that it is a poison, destructiy: 
human health and life; andthe men who use it as a drink tak 
course which tends to shorten life from tento fifty years. And 
man can take it without running the awful hazard of conung, | 
his own agency, to a premature grave. And from bills of mortalis 
kept extensively, and examined by physicians of the first eminen 
itis estimated that this has actually been the case in the U: 
States, with more than 30,000in a year. And who cannot re: 
lect among them numbers of bis own acquaintance, and perhaps o! 
his relatives or intimate friends ? 
— 
LIST OF BOOKS. 
(Continued from page 183.) 
DOCTRINES. 
Burrow’s Summary of Christian Faith and Doctrine. 
Archbishop Wake’s Catechism, verifying the’ References. 
Barrows’s Exposition on the Creed. 
Bishop Pearson’s Exposition of the Creed. 
Bishop Burnett on the Thirty-uine Articles. 
Nox ili Cateclhismus. 
Archbishop Secker’s Lectures on the Catechism. 
Hammond’s Practical Catechisin, and other Works. 
Waterland’s Works, edited by Bishop Vain Mildert. 
Enchiridion Theolosicum. , at 
King’s History ofthe Cfeetl. - 
Hey’s Lectures on the Articles. 
Wall on Infant Baptism. 
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}:shop Bethell on Regeneration. 

Glocester Ridley on the Holy Ghost. 

Bishop Sumner’s Apostolical Preaching, 

G:sborve’s Familiar, Survey of the Christian Religion. 

irchbishop Laurence g Bagepton Lecture. 

Bishop Copleston on Predestination. 

Whotely’s Essays’ on some of the Peculiarities of the Christian 
Religion. 

i on St. Paul. 





irchbishop Magee on the Atonemeevt. 
D-. J. Pye Smith’s Scripture Testiwony of the Messiah. 
\rchvishep Laurence’s Critical Reflections on the Unitarian Version. 
\.res and Rennel on the Improved Version (so called). 
Bevans’s Vindication of the Two First Chapters of St. Matthew and 
St. Luke. 
} shop Hersley’s Letters to Priestley. 
Herne on the Trinity. 
Horsery on Eternal Punishments. 
Burton’s Testimony of the Ante-Nicene Fathers. 
Bishop Blomfield’s Lectures on St. Jobn. 
Gurney’s Biblical Notes. R 
NATURAL RELIGION. 


AGAINST ATHEISM. 
Cudworth’s Intellectual System. 
Bentley’s Boyle Lectures. 
Wollaston’s Religion of Nature. 
Locke’s Essay on the Human Understanding, Book IV. Chap. 10. 
Clarke’s Demonstration of the Being and Attributes of God. 

N B. The argument d priori is stated by Dr. Olarke in his answer to the 6th Let- 
ter, at the end of his Demonstration. The argument d posterior: is most clear- 
ly stated by Mr. Dugald Stewart, in his Philosophy of the Active and Moral 
Powers of Man, Book IIL 

Paley’s Natural Theology, 
Dwight’s Theology, Vol. I. 
D ddridge’s Lectures. 
Bishop Sumner’s Records of Creation. 
(To be Continued.) 

— 
| Church Wanderers.—Of all Jatitudinarians, those who can roam 
irom Dan to Beersheba without distinctly understanding, or care- 
essly indifferent, whether they are at one place or the other, are the 
Mest pernicious to the young inquirer after truth. Stubborn sec- 
irians have done their own share of mischief, by narrowing the pale 
“| Christianity, and checking the outgivings of charity; but the 
thoughtless slave of an unsettled or an indifferent mind, while pre- 
tending to religion, and talking of the extent of his liberty, inflicts 
a deeper injury, by fusing down the distinctive principles of re- 
‘g!0U8 worship, and in the excess of his good vature, kneeling with 
"Saint, with Savage or with Sage,” and addressing the Deity as 
“Jehovah, Jove, or Lord.”— Dublin Chris. Examiner in‘ Caurchman,’ 
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Poetry.—Religious Intelligence. 





























POETRY. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
THE CHURCH CATEGHISM VERSIFIED. 
(Continued from | o-~-> we 


Q.—Why was the holy Eucharist ordained; A.—Qur souls are fe “<l en our Saviour’s a 

A hy, e’er since our Lord first kept that feast, | And on his gifts divine with voct ; ‘ 
Ha» vy all good Christians been maintain’d, ‘Our feeble faith the b maquet Coes ref 

VW ith a devoticn that has never ceas’d? “And all our sins thro’ him, are « 
A.—it was, that we maeht ever bear in mind, For as the tasteful bread and w« ° 

The death of Christ, who for our sins wasslain, | Tostreng the: 0 and rejowe t 
And the vast benefits which all mankind, \Just so our Saviour’s bod 

May, from his painful sufferings, obtain. The souls of good communicaut 
Q.— W hat i« the visible, external part (Q.—What is required of ev'ry worthy ¢ 

Of that blest feast, or sacrament divine, | (Besides all proper rev ‘renee and resy I 
That seals the promised grace’ tell me by heart—) W ho without dread comes to this holy f.. 

Tell me, I say, what is it’s outward sign? If he, from it, can any good exp 

i 

A.—It is the bread and wine, our blessed ‘Lord A.—He thoroughly must scrutin 

Commanded us to take, for his dear sake, If ne detests the devious pat! 
When we his body and his blood record, \And from hie sins determines to deport 


| Whether committed against m or G 
|And, next to that, he fully must int 

Q.—W hat is the internal part, the pow’r divine, Never to lead the life he led bet 

The grace, that in this sacrament does lie, But all. his former wicked wavs to 
Or thing intendéd by the bread and wine? | As God himselfcommands, a 

I beg a ready aud concise reply. j|He likewise for a certainty must ku 

Whether he does a lively faith po 

A.—Christ’s body and his blood are signify’d ln the mercies, that so freely flo 

Thereby—whuich he for all his people shed, From God, thro’ ¢ hrist whom 
When manowas sav'd, and God was satisfy'd, He, further, must in Jesus Christ 

And with the bread of life we all were fed. ' An in the blood that did fro 

‘ Who by his death did all our souls rey 

Q.—Whiat are the benefits that thence accrue. When none could rescue us but C! 

To all, »ho worthily receive the same, Lastly, his heart he must examine » ty 
And at this sacramental banquet shew, * Whether, in charity with all, he | 

The great regard they bear their Seviour’s name | And can so far his rebel passions que! ql 
,. That he their trespasses to all forgives 


And of that soul-sufficing food partake. 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Day of Humiliation and Praycr.—So soon as the tidings rea \ 

us that the Cholera had appeared on our Continent, his Honour! 

Intendant with the approbation of the City Coonsil of © bau lest 

issued a proclamation, recommending the observance of Priday | m4 
29ib of Juac as a day of hunniiation and prayer. The Bishop r 
dressed the tollowing letter to the Clergy in the City. 

“Friday next having been “reccominended by the Mu: 7 
Authorities, to be observed as a day of Tum oe mand Prayer, f 
account of the apprehended pre ‘walenceof the Chale ra. alreads : ‘| 
ing found its way into the borders of the United States, thro 
our country, and especially im all our maritime Cites, i on is by y 


my duty to appoint a form of Divine Sefvice to be used on tl that i 
im our Churches The observance of the day, avree ab ve to tl / 
tent set forth in the Proclamation of his Honour the Inte ndat 
affectionately recommended to the Ministers and Congregations E 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in this City 

Nara nre. Bowen. 
p of the P. E. Church im > 
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‘Morning Prayer with the Litany, embricing the portions which 
on ordinary Oce Susions, ** the Minister ray ut tus discretion omit?’ 
Third Se jection of Psalms. Ist Lesson, Jeremiah 10. 2d Lesson, 
Luke 13. 

Immediately before the General Thanksgiving, the following 
Collect after the three ;  rayers appoited to be said at the same 
rime, TD the Service for Ash-Wednesday. . 

‘O Almighty God, the Lord of life and death, of sickness and 
health; regurd our supplications we mest humbly beseech thee; 
vod as thou bast seen fit to visitthe uations for their sins, with great 
sickness and mortality, and hast permitted the pe stilence walking in 
darkness, in its desolating progress, to come into the borders of our 
fayoured land, QO Lord in the midst of ths judgments ubroad in the 
Barth, have mercy, we beseech thee, upon thy people, and avert from 
them the evil now so awiully impending them. Sufier not, oh in 
the greatness of thy COMpPAassionu, suffer not our beloved ¢ OuuTEY und 
our Cities to be visited with the grievous sickness. — thy peo- 

le. good Lord, spare them—or, stiouldst thou in t! 
) » be afflicted, in the uihde tof judgment remember mercy) 
\) ia as for thy people of these United States in general, we, at this 


wisdom cuuse 


,make our supplication’ before thee, so espeeially tor ourselves, 
our City and*Land, in this our day of peril, we beseech thee to hear 
our praye r—and let our ¢ rying come unto thee. Let not the hand 

{ the destroying Angel come upon us, or let thy visitation be ae- 
companied with thy abundant grace. , And, O God, whatever the 
luture may, by thee, be ordained to bring forth to us, of good or evil, 
may the sense of our diableness to the sore calamity which others 
suller, now have its due influence upan us, by leading us so to consider 
how frail and “uncertain our life is, that we may apply. our hearts 

to that heavenly wisdom, which in the end will bring us to ever- 
isting life, through Jesus Christ, our-Lord.— Amen. 

‘tor the Communion, the, Collect, Epistle and Gospel for Ash- 
Wednesday, with the addition to the Colleet for the day, of the fol- 

wing — 
‘O Almighty God, the Supreme .Governor of all things, whose 
power no creature is able to resist, to whom it belongeth justly to 
wnish sinners, and to be merciful to those who truly repent; save 
ind deliver us, we humbly beseech thee in this the day of ‘our great 
pertl, and fe: arfully threatening adversity; that we secure in thy de- 
tice, may be preserved evermore to clorifv thee, who art the only 
giver of health and safety, through Jesus Christ our Lord.— men, 

“Evening Pr: ayer as usual— with the addition, after the Prayer for 

ll Sorts and Conditéons of Men,-and before the General T hanks- 
ing, of the same Pravers as in the morning; the Collect for the 
‘ay being that for Aslr- Wednesd: ay—with the paticular ¢ ave ct add- 
asin the morning. Seventli Selection of Psalms, Ist Lesson, 
Ezekiel 14. 2d Lesson, 2¢ Peter 3. 

The P rayer wus afterward usmitted with the following Cir- 
ilar, to all the Clergy of the diocese :— 































at 


sf Oe 































Religious Intelligence. [ Augus: 


** In the present alarmed and unhappy state of the public mivg. 
account of the probable prevalence of the Asiatic Cholera thyouy). 
out our country, it is proper that the Ministers of Religion, x«., 
ing to their office, direct and lead the attention and feelings of 4 
people to the Almighty source of help and comfort, their on|y ».. 
in time of need. It iv, therefore, advised that on all oceasioy. ) 
public worship, while the apprehension which now prevails ev 
ues, prayer be offered up in the Collect following, introduced jy ; 


‘i 


usual place of occasional Prayers and Thanksgivings ; * before yy 
two final Prayers of Morning and. Evening Service. 
June 80th, 1832. NaTHANIFL Bowen. 
Bishop of the P. E. Church, in §. | , 
Owiak to a change of circumstanees the prayer above has be 
altered by the Bishop thus—strike out the words “ the borders 
and the words from “*ia the midst” to **merey,” and insert th 
words: (* have mercy upon thy people, and although thou has 
thy wisdom, permitted them also to be visited with the grie, 
sickness, yet spare them, good Lord, spare them—and in the mid: 


of judgment remember mercy.”’) 
ryy ; . . a C" 

General Theological Seminary.—The Annual commencene 
was célebrated (the Churchman informs us) at the Chapel of » dl 


Peter’s Chureh, adjoining the Seminary, on the 29th of Jun 
Present tliree Bishops, and a number of the clerical and lay Trus 
tees from several dioceses. The following is the order of exercises 

Introductory pravers. 

Singing — Last four verses of the 22d Psalm, with the Doxology 

A Dissertation on “ The Identity of the Body at’ the Resurr 
tion.””—By Liberty A. Barrows, A. B.:of New-York. 

A Dissertation on “* The Double Sense of Prophecy.”—By Jost! 
M. Bartlett, of Massachusetts. 

A Dissertation on “The origin of Animal Sacrifice.”’—By bc 
Y. Buchanan, A. M. of Pennsylvania. 

A Dissertation on * The Nature of Inspiration.” —By Seth Davis 
A: M. of New-York. 

Anthem. 4 

A Dissertation—t The Plea of Sincerity in Religious Opin 
examined.’’—By Robert A. Hallam, A. M. of Connecticut. | 

A Dissertation on “ The Differences of Opinion that exist int 
Christian World.”—By George 8S. Porter, of New-York. od 

A Dissertation— The Perfection of Curist’s Character a pr 
of the Truth of his Religion.”.—By Aldert Smedes, A. M., ot 
tucky. 

‘ Hobart M. Bartlett, A. B., of Connecticut, and William H. Walt 
A. B., of Connecticut, were éxcused from reading their dissertall , 

Presentinent of the First Class, by the Faculty, for receiving the 
testimonials. 

Address by the Rt. Rey. Bishop Brownell. 
Testimonials given. 
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Singing —First five verses of the 99th Hymn, with the Doxology. 

Concluding P rayers. 

In the Board of ‘Trustees, upon the request of the diocese of 
South-Carolina, it was determined to restore u statute which had 
ween rescinded at the meeting before the last, and wlich required a 
meeting of the ‘Trustees to be held in the year of the ‘Triennial Con- 
vention, one wee k -before the time of its conveuing ‘The Board 
will there fore meet Th this cily in October next. At that meeting a 

report of a committee upon the studie §, discipline, &c., of the Sem- 

ary, will come under consideration. The Liietitiog. ts revards 

» number of students, course of siudy, and the thoroughness with 
which itis accomplished, is ina very flourishing condition, But 

eis still a yearly deter ney in the income. This ou oht wene- 
ally to be known $ ; and measures were taken by the Board to make 
rkhoown, iu order that the neece ssury resources tiay be sup plac d by 
ne friends of che Seminary and of the Church. 

bishop Ouderdonk held au ordination at St. Luke’s Church, in 
his city, on Sunday last, at which three of these young gentlemen 
vere ordained Deacons. 

\ correspondent writes “ Immediately after the exercises of the 
Commencement, ob Friday last, | received a donation of 850, to be 
applied to the benefit of some worthy young man whoanight need 
necuniary assistance. I instantly appropriated it in my own mind, 

a young,znan of great worth and promise, who has spent one year 
tthe Seminary, and who, without some aid, would have been com- 

ledto finish his theological course at Andover, from which place, 
| believe, the poor student, if he give evidence of piety and industry, 
snecer ‘sent aw ay empty.’ 

Delicacy forbids me to make public the name of the generous do- 
or above alluded to, yet-l may be permitted to say that he is an 

mous of the Seminary, andga-very respectable and useful pres- 

vier of the Church, se ‘ttled in a parish on beau Island. His inten- 
ou is to devote a tenth of his salary annually to the same impor- 

t abject.” 

We learn from the Episcopal Watchman that “of the nine young 

ventlemen who have lately received the honours of that institation, 
wearly all completed both their academical and theological courses, 
lely by means of their own individual exertion, 0 r by ashght pe- 
“Gblary assistance from Scholarship Soctetics. Such are the en- 

Uragemeuts which the existing institutions of the Church offer for 

ucat ng Ci indidates for the miuistry 9 that no vouth who | ig re le tous- 

‘inclined, however necessitous his condition, need for a moment 
‘esitate to commence his studies for the Christian ministry. 

W ashington Colle ‘ge is un institution combining every advant: ive 

" thorough course of academical study, and, to meritorious 
, ith, in indigent circumstances, and attached to the Episcopal 

a provisions are made for an annual loun of one bundred 

's, Without interest, payable in three years alter the completion 
his college course. He may then euter the The olog rical Senti- 

Y,1n which he is gratuitously supplied, annually, with the sura 

¢ hundred dollars or more. which by the habits of exertion and 
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economy, Which he is supposed to have acquired in the sci, 
expericuce, places bim in a condition of Comparative case,” 

Sunday School Union.—The sixth Annual mecting of the Bours 
Managers was heid on the 2th of June. Present 2 bishops 
several of the’Clerzy and Latty. ‘The report was read. ‘1 ,,, 
low ing resolutions amoug others were passed. 

‘Phat the delivery of the annual sermon betore this Board be 
it ts hereby postpoued Ontil the meetiug of the Soeciely im Octyy, 
next; and thatthe Rev. gentlemen appointed to deliver the san, 
respecttully requested LO pare: ach before tue Soci ty al Liat time. 

Phat this Board highly approve of the measures adopted by | 
Executive Committee tor increasing the number of books to: 
day School and Juvemle Re liwious Libraries issued by this U; 
and reccommend that Committee to use all means withiuits p 
for the further enlargement of our list of books Of this Cluss. 

(hat this Board regard the Srereotypmg of interesting aud nr 
gious books tor the youug, by this Society, as as Object of (he tir. 
Importance, and recommend the appeals of the Executive Coy 
tee ior coutributious to the Society’s Stereotype Fuud, to the cv, 
tinued liberality of ther fellow Churchmen, 

That this*Board, approving the course pursued by the Executus 
Comitnittee in the conthuued publication of the Family Visite: 
of the Children’s Magazine, warmly commend these works w 
patronage and support. of the families aud Sunday Schovls ot | 
Church. 

[ui supporting this resolution, Bishop Onderdonk of New-Lu: | 
spoke at some length upon the importance of efforts to influence 
young minds, and to give direction to famuly tastruction wid ede 
tion—with reference to every vrade ot sociely. fie remarked 
it these are weglected, the means used to benefit and contiol ue 
will be cowparatively fruitless; and concluded by warily © 
mending to his brethren of the clergy the encouragement ov) Uh 
ciety’s periodicals, by procuring subscriptions within their cur 

-_ | 

New- York.—The Sunday School Society of this prosperous ¢ i 
cese had its anuual meeting in Muy last. From the report (ti lv 
just received we are informed that their Sunday Schools veve! 
been as pry. as at present. The whoie number of & 
is 447 and of Scholars 4032. By the students of the Theolog 


ou 





Sib. 


‘ 





Seminary. there was a School gathered which vow has 4lé 
aud 35 teachers of whom 22 are students of the said Semiuary, 
Their report says “The greater portion of the scholars are ¢ 
ere dd from thre streets and dweilings ob the poor, Dy “@ visiiitie & 
mittee appointed by the Sunday School Socie ty fur this expres 
pose. It must be well known that the Seminary ts located l *\ 
of the city which, at present, is almost exclusively imbabited % 
pourer partofthe community. ‘The children are of course 2! 
and miserably clad, Many of them have no :astiructions wht" 


except what they receive in the Sunday school.” 
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“« The two pious promising bovs mentioned in the report of last 
as having a desire to enter the ministry, are now, to our great 
‘. ‘yetion, attending the Episcopal Collegiate school, with a view 
vo that object. We have yet a third one, who is no less promising 
‘han the other two, either in piety or talents. It is ardently to be 
desired, that the same liberal hand which encourages those worthy 
bovs, would also devise some means for the education of this one. 
Many others of the same character might doubtless be found in the 
schoul. but until means shall have been provided for the education 
of young men for the ministry by those te whom God has committed 
jhe stiverand the gold, it ts only a source of paintul reflection, that 
the wants of the Church are so great, and so many young minds, 
ike neglected and uncultivated fields, suffered to run to waste. 
(nother of the reports says * a short time since a female was 
visited with sickness, which terminated her earthly existence ; and 
1 ber dying bed she stated to the minister who had attended her, 
ther religious impressions and acquaintance with divine things, 
were to be distinetly traced, as far as human agency was concerned, 
to the Sunday School of Christ Church.” 
he managers remark ‘It is to the elder members of our parishes 
hat we would appeal. It it to them,—persons of years and expe- 
rience, that we look for assistance. The young are willing to lend 
ir assistance, and-most gladly is it welcomed. Much, very much 
of the present advanced state of Sunday Schools generally, is owing, 
dér God’s blessing, to the active labours of the young in their be- 
What would have been the result, had the more advanced and 
e:perienced among us united with them in this work, we do not 
pretend to say. That it would have been far more glorious—that 
‘more good would have been effected, we have no besitation 
sserting. Wisdom, and prudence, and experience, are equally 
cessary to the well-being of a Sunday School,—with zeal, and 
rdour, and diligence. The latter qualities we generally find in the 
young; for the former, we must look to the more advanced. On 
ithen,—on the adult mewbers of the Church,—the Board would 
press the importance, nay, the necessity of their personal exertions 
it behalf of the Sunday School.” 
This fact is interestingly suprising: The Library of St. Thomas 
Church Sunday School consisting of 606 volumes in the pamphlet 
‘orm cost about $15. 


yeul, 


Vermont.—The Convention was opened on the 30th of May. 
Present 13 of the Clergy and 40 of the Laity. The following res- 
SULONS passed. 

“That the Protestant Episcopal Church in the State of Vermont, 
's hereby declared to be, and is an independent and distinet Epis- 
copal jurisdiction, under the name and style of the Diocese op 
VeRMonr, subject only to the law of our Lord and Saviour, and 
rs ler him, to the Constitution and Canons of the General Conven- 
‘on Of the Protestant Episcopal Church in these United States.” 

G08. MESS.— VoL. IX. 32 
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“That this Convention do now proceed to the election of a Bis 
for the Diocese of Vermout. 

After singing a portion of the 122nd Psalm, some minutes y,,.. 
spent in secret prayer. The President then conducted the pub 
devotions of the Convention in the use of some appropriate evi), 

The clergy then retired, for the purpose of making a nominay 
as required “by the Sth Asie le of the Constitution. And oy y} 
return, the President informed the Convention that the Clere, 
proceeded to vote by bailot for some suitable person to be tials 
for Bishop of the Diocese, and that the Rev. John H. Hopkins , 
ceived a m jority of the ballots of all the Clergy eutith d to \, 
And in behalf of the Clergy, nominated the s said John H. Ho, 
for Bishop of the Diocese of Vermont. | 

The Clergy again retired in order to give the Laity an opportu 
to act upon the aforesaid nomination; o their return, the Lar 
nounced by their Ch urman, Hon. Joel Doolittle, the “a tine 
their part, of the aforesaid nowination of the Rev. Johu A. Ho 
as Bishop of Vermom, by a m yonty of allthe Lay Delegates 
tled to seats in this Convention.” 

Ii the report from St. Paul’s Church, Burlington, the Ri 
Rev. G. T. Chapman remarks, (seldom have we heard of sor 
an increase), “Inthe spring of Is3l, I received anappleatio 
the then recently organized Episcopal Society at Buri 
questing my services, for an indefinite’ time. The result ; 
arrival so as to officiate with them on the second Sunday of J 
i831. Soon after | was elected Rector of the Parish, aud hay: 
ularly officiated since, three times in each sabbath, to fil! co 
gations. Before these proceedings, there had been no state: > 
ces of our Church, at Burlington, and the number of families 
estimated at about twenty. By the divine blessing upon my 
try, the number of families is now near, or quite, eighty. ‘Th 
time the communion was administered, there were seventeen to re- 
ceive, several of whom had not previously joined the Chareh ; 
present number is forty-eight. A Sunday School has been establ 
ed, and one hundred and three scholars have been admitted. T 
requisite number of teachers were also easily obtained, with t 
hundred and seventy seven books of instruction, and one hu 
and thirty two sult: able works for the Libr: iry The number of b 
tisvrs has been 45-34 children, aud 14 adults. ‘The marriages 
have been 4, the funerals 5: and shortly after my arrival, coulir 
tion was held, by the Rt. Rev. Bishop of the Diocese aad fourte 
persons were confirmed. A much larger number are now racy! 
receive that holy rite, when the opportunity shall occur, Phe} 
ing of a Church edifice was commenced in September last, an¢ 
under contract to be completed by the first of next September. 

This edifice is of unhewn stone, in the Gothic style, with Lowes, 
buttresses, &c., and promises to be eminently be: autiful, reflect 
great credit upon the-zeal and ltherality of this new and rising | 
rish. The dimensions are, in length, including recess and to¥ 

86 feet; in bredth, 48: height of the cornice, 29 feet; of the tow 
about 75 feet. The inside of the church is now finishing,” 


} ; 
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Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the P. E. Church.— 
From St Aune’s Church, Brooklyn, there has lately been sent in to 
this Society 4 coutribution amounting to 8744 6s. 


Cholera.—In reference to this epidemic, several of our Bishops 
have issued prayers to be used in their respective dioceses, and days 
have been set apart forghumiliation and prayer. The following 
handbill was posted up in every part of New-York city. “ Quit 
dam dnuking, if you would not have the Cholera.” It is said a 
ike notice in London had a good effect. **We cannot, suys a foreign 
journal, refrain from noticing to the praise of the spirit of God, the 
manera Which this chastisement of a Ged of mercy has been 
revived by the Protestants in Paris. From the first appearances 
of ive disease, they have looked to Him from whom proceedeth both 
eel and good, his word has been the rule of their actions. Public 
assemblies for prayer have been held and are still held twice a week 
» the Chapel ‘des Galeries de Fer,’ to humble ourselves under the 
cof of the Almighty, to implore his mercy, and especially to pray 
that be would bless to the advancement of his spiritual kingdom, 
the selemn warning which he has been pleased to send us. Religious 
tracts have been circulated in great numbers; among others a pla- 
card tract, containing with some popular instructions relating to 
health, a simple and lucid appeal to the word of God. Twenty 
thousand copies of this placard have been sold or distributed. The 
decalogue has been posted up in every quarter of the capitol. May 
this solemn voice of God, unaccompanied by any human commen- 
tary, be heard and re-echo in many hearts.” 

The following paragraph from the Christian Advocate and Jour- 
nal, is worthy of our most serious attention :— 

“ft is a remarkable fact in the history of the Cholera, that it has 
been less violent in London than in any other city in which it has 
appeared 3; and the mortality, in the aggregate, remarkably small 
forthe population. There must be some cause for this. If we look 
at the condition, and general character of the English in London, 
and the French in Paris, we should naturally conclude it would have 
been more destructive in the former than in the latter place. ‘he 
French are not so much given to intemperance in drinking and eat- 
ing asthe English The French are a gay, light-hearted, cheerful 
people, which qualities are supposed to be the most powerful 
antidotes to the disease—why then do they die six or eight hun- 
dred of a day, while the whole mortality in London does not exceed 
lwenty five hundred? Is not thisthe true solution of this question ? 
The French laughed and mocked at the disease, and forgot their 
God, in the hour of their affliction. The English betook themselves 
to fasting and prayer to the Almighty, and he heard them, and was 
pleased to help them. Surely it is.” 

Is this a true representation of the dealings of God with his crea- 
tures! How insignificant, then, does man appear when contending 
with the omnipotent God! It is perfectly consistent with reason to 
believe, that the awful majesty of Jehovah will “ visit” his people 
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with “‘ vengeance,” for their ingratitude and sin. If men will 
hear his voice, uor see his judgments, and turn unte him fe 

and safety, in repentance, faith, and prayer, it is perf ctly in ace 
dance with the holiness of his character, to make them feel the ri; 
tive dispensations of his Providence. What an awful wary), 
before us! He has said by the mouth of the Psalmist: “the y\, 
shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.” \ 
who can say that, they shall not? May our own people ron, 
the declaration of the wise king of Israel: “ righteousness ; x 
a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.” When, they 
the judgments of God “ are in all the earth,” let us look Upor 
desvlating progress with fear and trembling, and humble ov 

belore God, in repentance and prayer. C. F, 


Conversion—* John Francis Witty, of Broad Chalke, has |»: 
become a convert to the doctrines of the Church of England, 
having been for many vears the pastor of a dissenting congrega 
He has addressed a long letter to the Bishop of Salisbury on : 
subject, explaining his motives, and the grounds upon whi h hy 
come to the determination, and praying to be admitted a minisy 
of the esta’ lished church. He enters at great length into proofs 
the apostolical origin of an Episcopal form of church govern . 
advecating the necessity of an established national religion, ex- 
pressing his conviction that the creed of the Anglican Churel co 
tains all the fundamental doctrines of Christinity ; and giving | 
testimony to the excellence and sanctity of the Liturgy of the 
Church.—Christian Remembrancer. 


or 
‘ 


a 


NEW PUBL SATIONS. 


The Protestant Episcopal Pulpit, a series of original Sermons, by Clergym: 
Protestan§ Episcopal Church, published monthly at New-York, by John Moore.—' 
instrdctive and -nteresting penodical which we noticed ander its first tith 
name very judiciously having been changed, has already reached the fourth nu 
ber oi the second volume. 

[thas contained and may be expected to contain discourses of our Bishops 
distinguished Clergy. We wish it all possible success, and do not doult thet 
will be geuerally patronized. 


Rer. Mr. Doane’s Sermon before the Massachuselis Convention, June 20th, Io° 
The title is“ The Gospel in the Church ” The text Philippians i, 27. The 
ject “our responsibility as Churchmen.”’ The plan ** We are entrusted wit 
faith of the Gospel. We are entrusted with it in the Church of the Gospel \\ 
‘are entrusted with it under peculiar conditions of time and place and circumsta 
Extracts:—‘‘ How overpowering the responsibility that lies upon the CI hrist 
Church! Holding in trust, with the divine command to bear it every where in! 
whole world, that knowle dea of the truth, on which even here the peace and 
piness of man depend; the medium, divinely instituted, between heas en and e 
of pardon, grace, salvation, to a ruined world; charged with the proclama’ 
thet | faith of the Gospel. and with the administration of those means o! grace, 
with the divine blessing, are ordained for the conversion, justification an 
tification of immorta! souls; purchased by the precious biood ot Jesus; a! 
tized. according to the promise of the Father, with the Holy Spirit;—w! 
remembers that such treasure is committed to earthen ressels, must not tremvte 
its agency is human, at its fearful insufficiency for these things! ’ 
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«On the very same day that the Gospel of Christ was first preached. the Church 
of Christ was first established. The record ot that day wasthe record of all that 
followed, Thousands believed, and all that believed were added to the Church. 
Admitted to it by baptisin, they continued steadfastly in the ipostles’ doctrine, and 
fellowship. and in breaking of bread, and in prayers; and believers were the more add- 
‘ed to the Lor’, both men and women. Thus were the taith of the Gospel, and the 
Church of the Gospel, united, at the first, by Him trom whom they both proceed ; 
never, as We believe,—and since the converse none can prove, ours ts at least the 
safer side,— never to be disjoined. The one, the visible body in which the other, 
as the life-giving spirit, isto exist and operate,—the one as the keeper divinely 
autuorized, the olher as the divinely authenticated deposit,—the one as the pillar 
and ground, the other as the truth, to be set up upon it for the light of the world 
—their mutual and united agency in the design of saving souls, as benevolent as it 
is beautiful, the pertect work ot Him who doeth all things well 

~ The distinction of the ministry in three orders, with the exclusive power of 


St {perpetuation in the hichest, ii it be not ordained ot God. is but the arranve- 
mest of human skill; orthe device of human ambition —and yet. while all the 

vernments on earth have changed tn torm, Ouce and again, within the Christian 
era; while revolution has succeeded revolution, and emperors, consuls, king iy 
dictators, come like shadows, so departed, the arrangement which we clam as 
({p stolical, the arrangement which we find inthe Philippian Chureh is still, voder 
all torms of civil government, preserved: has never, in the tract of ages, su ed 
interruption ; against all adverse circumstances, —pride_ prejudice, poverty, inditler- 
ence, treachery, - is still maintained by more than nineteen-tweutieths of all that 


bear the Christian name: and by none wh. do maintain it, intu whelever ciher 
corruption they may have fallen,—I mention it as an incontestable fact, and tall of 
matter for deep contemplation,—have the great doctrines of the Gospel. the pro; er 
divinity of Jesus Christ, and the atonement tor all sin by his blood, ever been de- 
nied Now, inthe wondertu! preservation of the Scriptures, there is no pious man 
wio does not recognize the express hand of God. Who shal! retuse to ow it, 
then, in the preservation of the Church? Springing trom the same divine source, 
tending to the same gracious end, the God who joined them will preserve (hem, 
lel us rest assured, together, till all his purposes on earth are accomplished, aud 
the dim types and shadows of the Church on earth be lost ip the perfect and glorious 
realities of the Charch triumphant in heaven!” 
The incontestable fact noted above may well claim the serious consideration of 
ill Christians, and the special thankfulness of all Churchmen. [tis very pointedly 
ted in the admirable sermous lately published on the Ministry by the Rev. Mr. 
Chapman. But it cannot be too often brought out to the view of the Christian 
public 
“ There meets us, on the other hand, a class of persons, who, apparently, with in- 
entions the most sincere, and desires the most fervent for the truth, are left, in (heir 
esertion of the guards and landmarks of the Church, to irregularities and extrava- 
ances of the most dangerous tendency > certain to produce, in the reaction which 
evitably follows, the Opposite exireme, of infidelity in opinion, and licentiousness 
ipractice. In this disastrous warfare of the elements, thinking men are ag tated 
id perplexed. They seek some refuge from the storm Piey desire to find 
me quiet haven, where, undisturbed by either of the counter currents which vex 
* open sea, they may quietly worship God, in spirit and in truth. Disappointed 
I other quarters, they turn with anxious eye toward the Chureh ‘They ad- 
re her stability, her order, her sobriety, her decency. her true Christian liberality 
*y look upon her institutions,—it isa common remark, and one of most en- 
raging omen,—as those in which they would preter to educate (! ir children 
lo me, it seems, that by circumstances like these 
‘ponsibilities which, with ali Christians, and all Churchmen, w 
, we are especially coustrained to solemn and peculiar duties; and that upon 
, of this day, and in this community, interests are dependent of the most appall- 
* Magnitude, ' 
“loque nt and ingemious indeed is the following appeal! :— 
"very man can do something. There is enough for all to do. Childrom are 
istructed Sinners are to be converted. Wanderers are to be reclaimed. 
‘¢ minded are to be encouraged. Wourners in Zion are to be con@led. 
“hortal souls, souls for which Christ died, are to be nurtured, and made meer 


addition to the general 
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for heaven 
assisted, aud 


is wanted. 
must watch, 


educated. Missionaries must be sent out and sustaineu. ‘{ he »,,. 
gies of the Press must be exerted. Time is wanted. Money is wanted. {,), 

Influence is wanted. Mind is wanted. Hearts are wanted " 

and work, and give, and strive, and pray. lt we had a thous 


hands, all should be well exerted 


Ii 


engaged. 
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Churches must be planted. 


if we had a thousand hearts, all should 
we had a thousand lives, all 


* But we must not only strive, but we must slrive logether, with one m 


one sinzie soul did actuate us all. 
The Apostle, writing (o Macedonians, had probably in his eye th, 
movement of that day, by which eight thousan 


tive. 


nian phalanx; a military 


Were so inal 


together,—that, moving forward, as with a single eve, a single foot, a sing! 


he expression in the text is lively and 


shalled,—so locked and intertwined and, as it were, inco, 


would be well bestowed in the sep 
such a Master, inthe accomplishment ot such an object. in the hope Ol suvha 


ate 
’ 


4 


’ 


J 


blace 


t 


the force of the entire battalion was concentrated in every hand; and, eac! 


porting the other, the onset of the whole was irresistible 
phalanx be arrayed. let us, my brethren. strive together with one mind 


farth of lhe Crospe l. 


So let the ¢ 


~ 


Though the weapons of our wartare are not carual, the 


of the chiidren of this world has many lessons, profitable tor us to learn 
more so than the resistless power of moral and religious union.” 


These extracts, which have been less copious than we had intended and des 
to make them, will unavoidably 
have arrived, that this is a sensibie, suitable, interesting, impressive and very us 


ful sermon. 


Sermons on the amusements of the Stage, preached at St. James’ Church, 
By the Rev. T Best, A.M j 
volume, has done an acceptable service to the cause of religion and morality 
permitting his sermons to be placed within the reach of the public generally. 


contains a se 


lead our readers to the conclusion, at w 


Sheffield, 1331.—The author of this very int 


ries of fourteen well written discourses upon an important 


ty 
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:August, 


Young men must be encouraged 
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and is now published at the earnest solicitation of an individual, who has be 
deeply convinced of the corrupting influence of theatrical exhibitions. 
been the means of printing and distributing gratuitously, a thousand copies of 
of the discorrses; which, under God, had been the happy cause of his own ch 


of opinion; and he nuw “sincerely hopes, and firmly believes, that il a calm 
rect and dispassionate view of this smportant subject be taken, it will jead 


‘ 


He 


, 
) 


tal renunciation of pleasures, in the enjoyment of which the mind is delud 


dissipated 
ed incapable 


of performing aright those high and important duties, the tu 


of which alone distinguishes man, as having a due sense of the relation in \ 


he stands to 


his God and Saviour, asa rational, moral and responsible 


' 


‘These Sermons are addressed, more especially to the good sense of those th 
less, nominal Christians, who go to the Church as well as to the Piay. Hous 


lay aside for the time, the vows of their Christian covenant, and expose 


selves, not only unnecessarily, but with delight, to scenes, in which the | 


the mind. will. almost certainly be vitiated; and where the sacred names 


are utrered without reverence, and without fear 


where would be found the mother, so wmpudent as to take her daughter to this 


*? 
gerous school? 


Although the Theatre is the more immediate subject of the authors rey 
sion, yet his remarks will apply, as it is said by himselt fo every kind of amas 


re 


ment, Which is either sinful in itself, or in its necessary or probable consequ 


as for example; the Ball Room, the Card Table; the Race Course and every 


; 
res 
' 


of <;ambling. 


upon him to preach on this subject, he sets out with stating, that ‘the ‘ 
minister is set as a watchman and if he perceive danger approaching. © 
ever kind—tfr 
—necessity is laid upon him—it is at his peril if he neglect to give his peop!e 


ing. 


[ conld not, then, see the reopening of your Theatre announce¢ 


: . . ; ; ; - 
I'o show the weight of the obligation which he feels to b 


om whatever quarter—or under whatever disguise, he has no 


| 


‘ 


“ul 


bringing the subject before you; and in this case, as well as in every other, | 
appl@the Apostle’s rule: Prove all things.”’ 


the moral feelings perverted and blunted, and the whole man rer 


May we not ask with Kous 


\4 
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. . . which the 
In many places in this volume, there is a sad array of the evil effects whi 
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loose morality of theatrical amusements, must produce ere the minds of youth 
It is the result of experience with many, that they are calculated to lessen the 


proper estimation of the graces and virtues of the Christian character. The rigid 


anc 
pensities and passions of our tallen nature and the temptations of an uncodly world 


sre covered with tinsel, to Cy and to deceive. 


“fp showing that the stage.” says our author **is of posed fo spirituality of mind 
| would not reer partic ul “ a to the injurious effect which would be pu rnduced up- 
on the re ligious te ie ‘ling s by the company—the conversation—the fiety of the gen- 
eral scene, because the Theatre shares this evil with almost every other species of 
“ ridly dissi patio iy but I would reter to the pec uliar gratificatt nholitne Stage— 
jts own proper pleasure. The mind is powe fully affected by some creation of a 
vain fancy- the tee ‘lings are roused—the passions ‘stimulat ed the imagination hea- 


dj: and during this paroxysm of mental excitement. life is transiormed into a 
eam and is embellished with various imprac ticable and unattainable pleasures, 

vod the scenes which are spread before the ardent aud youthful mind, are as flat 
t ing as they dre talse; and when this intellectual tever subsides, it leaves the 
d relaxed— weakened—wearied—unfitted tor ordinary employments and sick 

‘ sober realities, and, like an appetite vitiated b y hig! bly seasoned lood, re quiring 

eonstant succession of stimulants; and hence that ardent and insatiable e desire al 
ror the works of novel-writers, dramatists, and eve ry and any kind of composition 
«hich is calculated to pamper and please the imagination, which an attendance on 

Theatre often excites, and alw ays stre ‘nethens in young persons ; and this desire 
| be in proportion to the quickness of perception and susceptibility of excite- 
ent, wh ch the mind possesses; so that young persons of the greatest intellectual 
omise are generally the first to feel this pernicious effect of Theatrical amuse. 

“On the Stage, humility and contentment appear mean and low. Pride and 
mbition, which it is so difficult a thing to kee p under subjection, are exalted into 
virtues. § forgiving spirit, which would rather take wrong than avenge itself, is 

ematized as cowardly and contemptible. The very excellencies and virtues of 
‘he stage, When tried by the touchstone of truth, are all so many showy sins; and 

st of the moral sentiments which the stage dresses out in fascinating colours, con- 
‘tain principles which the Bible condemns, and which it is the object of religion to 

i out and destroy. 

“Now, my dear brethren, let us suppose a man whose heart burns with gratituce 

r redeeming lov e, ang with a desire tofple ase God andto be conformed to his 
will. Let us suppose him placed in a Theatre, where God's name is takeriggyain ; 
—where impure ideas are insinuated, and scenes of profligacy exhibited; here 
characters are represented who act upon principles which God has conde: 

i glory in practices which God has forbidden;—where are assembled the vain 
od the worldly ;—the vicious and the abandoned of both sexes, to join in an amuse 
ment which is found to gratify the taste of all these persons, and is congenial with 
the carnal mind, and with the corrupt heart: How would such aman be affeeted 
nsuch a place? Why, every feeling of honest indignation would be roused; his 
heart would be filled with pain and grief; and he would be ready to weep over 
ich overflowings of ungodliness; such dis honour done to Him whom his soul lov- 
eh. Andif any man could have such an utter disregard of God, as to find his 

ratification in these things ; the conclusion is clear and inevitable - he has not the 
¢ of God in him’ 

We would gladly have taken an extract from some very uselul, as well as pious 
remarks, on the claims which € bristianity has u ' on all who have been baptized 
and confirmed and received the sacrament of redemption; but we ‘tae not room. 
We (rust, however, that some enterprizing Bookseller will present the public with 

s Work, in an American edition 


Fridence of the truth of the Christian Religion derived from the literal fulfilmeat of 

‘phecy, particularly as illustrated by the History J the Jews and by the discoveries 
recent travellers; by the Rer A. Keith. from the sivih Edinburgh edition — The 

“i isably executed. Infidelity and irreligion are dragged forth as unwilling wit- 

“es to the truth. Pagans and Jews and nominal Christians, are summoned to 

° lestimony to the fulfillment of the Word of God, and even Volney is cited ir 
reds of instances, in direct confirmation of its ens ‘ hmean 
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uuce mpromising maxims of the laws of God are laid aside, while the evil pro- 
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Origines Lilurgigice; or Antiquilies of the English Ritual, and a Dissertation 
Primitive Liturgies; by the Rev W. Palmer, M. A. 2 vols. dvo Oxjord, i332. Th, 
want of such a workas this has long been telt by every intelligent clergyman ond 
by many lay members of the Church of England; —by all, in fact, who are ¢ hur ~ 
meu and Christians in more than the name. \llsich mst wish to know somet} “a 
of the original sources of that admirable torm of words. which ig, perhaps, ay 
stands, the most periect humav composition, and which nothing but the habiy 9, 
constant use and familiarity prevents irom being more often noticed and admired 
This want appears to be exceedingly well supplied by the work before us: gna 
muc! credit is due to the author tor his diligent and useful research, and the jyqj. 
cious manner in which he bas condensed the valuable information he has collieries 
ut the expense of some years of laborious investigation. 

A tew extracts from the preface will better explain the nature and plan of the 
work. 

“Such topics are, in fact, connected with much that is important; for he who 
acquainted with the principles and practice of early times will best comprehend thy 


purport of our rites. The English Prayer book was not composed in afew years 


nor by afew men: it has descended to us with the improvemeats aud the appro da 
tion of many centuries: and they who truly feel the calm aud sublime elevatio: 
our hymns and prayers, participate in the pirit of primitive devotion. Ti 
majority of our tormularies are actually transiated from Latin and Greek 

whics have been used for at least fourteen or fifteen hundred years in the Chrisian 
Church; and there is scarcely a portion of our Prayer book which cannot in som 
way be traced toancient offices. Most ef our ritualists have noticed these circum. 
stances; bat, with the exception of Nicholls, who printed the originals of mans 


our collects from the Sacramentary of Gregory, no one, [ believe. has yet pu! 
lished any part of (he Enlish Offices in their original languages My own atte 

tion was called to this fact when, in the course of preparation tor holy orders it b 
came my duty to study our Ritual; and while I was endeavouring fo ascertain the 
precise meaning of some expressions, | experienced such difficulties in referring | 
the oviginals, as induced me to seek some commentary resembling that which the 
reader has now before him, and subsequently to resolve, as far as was in my powe 
to supply the deficiency ” —_ Churchman, 
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EPISCOPA™, ACTS. 
ORDINA TIONS. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. B. T. Onderdonk. Bishop of the P. E. Church in New- Yorkt.— 
On Sunday. June 10, 1832, in St Paul's Church, New York. Mr. J. F. Phillips 
was admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons: and on Sund ‘vy, June 17.in St Ja 
Church. Bloomingdale, Mr Thomas Meacham, was admitted to the same H 
Order ; and on Sunday July 1, in St. Luke’s Church, New-York. the Rev. Georg 
Jones, Deacon, was admitted to the Holy Order of Priests: and Messrs. Georst 
Porter. L A. Barrows and Seth Davis. were admitted to the Holy Order of Dear 

By the Right Rev Dr. Brownell. Bishop of the P. E. Church in Connecter 
Ons ndav June 10, P832. in Christ Church, Hartford, Vr. Samuel Seymour Ls we 
was admitted to the H ty Order of Deacons. 

By the Right Rer. Dr. Grisvrold, Bishop of the P. E. C in the Eastern In -— . 
On Wednesday June 20, 1832. in Christ Church, Boston, Mr. George © ' 
Eastman, was admiited to the Holy Cirder of Deacons. 

CONS CRATION., 
by the Pight Ree. Dr. Brownell, Bishop of the P. E. Church in Connechcul.- 
On Friday. June 8. 1832, St. Miehael’s Chureh, Salem Bridge, Waterbury, ¥* 
consecrated to the Christian worship of Almighty God. 


CA™-U'TDAR FOR AV" TST. 
5. Serenth Sunday after Trinity. 94. St. Bartholomew nye 
12. Fichth Sund hey ity. 26. Tenth Sunday after Trinity 
19. Ninth Sunday ajler Trouty. 
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